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exploded by contact. Provision was made for the extension of
the Geneva Convention to naval war by the use of Red Cross
hospital ships and transports. The right of citizens to assist in
the defence of their country in land war was recognized, but
they must be under responsible command and wear, if not
uniforms, permanent badges distinguishable at a distance. It
was forbidden to make use of 'poison or poisoned weapons' or
of any weapon that cwould cause unnecessary suffering'. Many
of these admirable provisions were treated as 'scraps of paper'
in the years of the Great War.

All honour to those who, in many lands, strove for peace
among the nations, and, recognizing that this might be a hope
long deferred, sought to rob the wars of coming days of some
of their worst horrors and mitigate the lawless effects of strife
even on those who held aloof from the conflicts of their day.
It was a worthy endeavour that found expression in the legisla-
tion of The Hague Conferences, but it came at a time when
nearly all the nations of Europe were grouped into rival leagues
and devoting no small part of their energies and resources to
preparations for war.

The Great War came not quite seven years after the second
Hague Conference drew up its resolutions. There has been long
debate as to what State and nation, what group of politicians,
was responsible for its coming. The debate is not yet closed,
but whatever may be the accepted doctrine of future historians,
it is not likely that it will be based on the summary judgement
set forth in the Treaty of Versailles. The responsibility was
widespread. In no one land but in many there had been for
years a growth of war mentality in many directions; the voices
of platform and press were tainted with that kind of nationalism
that degenerates into chauvinism. Many regarded war as the
inevitable means of clearing up the tangle of conflicting ambi-
tions and rivalries that were already resulting in secret treaties
and understandings, as Alexander's sword cut the Gordian
knot. It was this that made the Triple Alliance and the Triple
Entente in practical reality two great war leagues, and not only
led to the devotion of so much of the resources, the intelligence,